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			By Ken Lodge
		

		Member since May 14, 2012

		
			View Articles
			Contact Ken Lodge
		

		I'm Ken Lodge and have been collecting playing cards since I was about eighteen months old (1945).   I am also a trained academic, so I can observe and analyze reasonably well.   I've applied these analytical techniques over a long period of time to the study of playing cards and have managed to assemble a large amount of information about them, especially those of the standard English pattern. About Ken Lodge →
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		Woodblock and Stencil Jack of Clubs

		A limited edition art print of the Jack of Clubs 1984 woodblock joker.
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		Woodblock and Stencil King of Diamonds

		A limited edition art print of the King of Diamonds 1984 woodblock joker.
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		Woodblock and Stencil Jack of Hearts

		A limited edition art print of the Jack of Hearts 1984 woodblock joker.
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		Woodblock and Stencil Queen of Clubs

		A limited edition art print of the Queen of Clubs 1984 woodblock joker.
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		Frauejass

		‘Frauejass / le Jass au féminin’ designed by Susan Csomor, Switzerland, c. 1998. 
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		Bourbon Bridge

		Attractive, woodcut-style courts adapted for modern play. 
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		Bischofszell

		Advertising pack for the food producer Bischofszell, designed by Heinz Looser-Brenner, with non-stan...
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		Scheffmacher

		Advertising pack for Scheffmacher, master painters in Schaffhausen, with comic designs by Fritz Bünz...
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		Portrait de Fribourg

		Fine reproduction of a Fribourg pattern pack, originally by Jean-Jacques Burdel. 
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		Tavaglione playing cards

		Well-designed pack by Giorgio Tavaglione, with courts in medieval costume. 
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		Swiss Scenic Tarock

		Scenic Tarock deck produced by Fabrique de Cartes J. Müller & Cie (Schaffhouse), Suisse. 
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		Een Kaartspel

		Minimalist playing cards from The Netherlands
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		Specsavers playing cards

		to help you see better when playing cards
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		De Tarot in de herstelde orde

		“De Tarot in de herstelde orde” (The Tarot in the restored order) a re-ordered Rider-Waite tarot dec...
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		Marcel Ruijters Tarots

		Two very remarkable tarots by the award winning Dutch cartoonist Marcel Ruijters. 
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		What can we learn from mini-booklet advertisements?

		Over the years I have collected a large number of mini-booklets and pocket guides offering rules and...

	




	
					  1870
				
			
			
			[image: Vues et Caractères Suisses No.228]
		
			

	
		Vues et Caractères Suisses No.228

		A Swiss souvenir pack by Dondorf
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		Non-Standard playing cards from The Netherlands

		by an unknown maker
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		Theatre of Pain / Teatr Boli

		Theatre of Pain / Teatr boli playing cards depicting politicians and leaders in the Caucasus territo...
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		Schwyzer Fasnachts-Jass

		Traditional carnival figures from the Swiss canton Schwyz, as interpreted by the artist Léon Schnyde...
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		Joker Tell

		Comic celebration of 700 years of the Swiss Confederation, 1291-1991, with designs by Roland Gazzott...
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		Swiss Souvenir

		55 different scenic photographic views of Switzerland. 
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		Standard Swiss-German pattern (single-ended)

		20th century version of a single-ended Swiss-German pattern pack for the game of Jass. 
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		Genevan Dauphiné pattern

		Unusual example of a double-ended Genevan Dauphiné pattern pack from c1910. 
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		Mini Jass

		Pocket-size cards with modern designs for playing the Swiss national card game, Jass. 
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		La Compagnie de 1602

		Characters from the annual festival held to commemorate the failed attempt to storm Geneva in 1602. ...
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		Rembrandt playing cards

		Rembrandt playing cards published by the Rembrandthuis (The Rembrandt House Museum) in Amsterdam. 
...
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		Ilford playing cards

		Colourful advertising pack for Ilford designed by Mario Grasso, based on standard English courts. 

	




	
					 1942
				
			
			
			[image: Lidia Schöffer art-deco playing cards]
		
			

	
		Lidia Schöffer art-deco playing cards

		A prize winning design from The Netherlands 
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		Sternenmädchens Wahrsagespiel Tarot

		A colourful 1970s take on the major arcana designed by Peter Geitner, with titles in German. 
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		The Place of the Fool

		This paper considers three questions relating to the Fool-card in the tarot-pack. 
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		Oude Kunst (Old Art) playing cards with Wüst courts

		made for export to the Netherlands. 
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		Dietsche Playing Cards for the Dutch Shipping Company

		A beautiful early pack from The Dutch Playing Card factory. 
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		Anonymous pack of Dutch playing cards

		produced just after the end of the Second World War.
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		H.P. Doebele

		Artist-designed playing cards produced to demonstrate the quality of a printing technique. 
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		Art Nouveau Whist playing cards from a small Dutch factory

		The factory probably only produced playing cards for a few years in the 1920's
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		Kuhn Khan

		There is little information available about the early twentieth century card game Kuhn Kahn. It firs...
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		Poker Patience

		Poker Patience, according to an early 20th century author, was "introduced so recently as the autumn...
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		Piquet: the game and its artifacts

		Piquet may be the oldest card game which is still played today with origins going back to early 16th...
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		The Personalities and Books which shaped the game of Whist, 1860-1900

		All the books described here are from Tony Hall's own collection, put together over years because of...
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		Majority Calling and Value Bidding in Auction Bridge; a little bit of history

		The centuries-old game of Whist mutated through various stages into Contract Bridge as we know it to...
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		Goodall & Son Patience Boxed Sets

		Goodall & Son produced a huge variety of Patience Boxed Sets at different times and for different co...
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		The Evolution of Whist and Bridge Boxed Sets, 1870s – 1930s

		Boxed sets of cards, markers, scorers and rule booklets have been around for many decades. Some of t...
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		Bezique Markers, 1860-1960

		Bezique is a two-player melding and trick-taking game. Dr. Pole introduced Bezique to England in 186...
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			Increasing awareness and appreciation of the cultural and historical significance of playing cards since 1996. See the big picture or learn more about us.
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				Broaden your knowledge of playing cards and their rich history by joining the EPCS – a society that offers a quarterly newsletter. Digital Membership is available for £10.
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		Eves Playing Cards

		A pack of cards with colour photos of Indian film stars from the era
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