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Originally, the court cards, from this series of packs imported into the UK after 
WWII by Bancroft & Partners Ltd with the brand name Casino, were a design 
used by Piatnik at their Prague factory in the 1930s.   (These should not be 
confused with a German firm who also used the name Casino.) 
 

 
 

These had the usual four colours and pips and indices like those of the contemporary 

De La Rue cards.   The joker was one that was used later as well, but in different 

colours.   They were boxed as Piatnik 240. 



 
 

Just after the War, before the Communists took over, Piatnik was still operating its 

factory.   The cards had the same box, but the cards changed in that blue was replaced 

by acid green and the pip cards were redesigned.   The clubs had a continental shape 

and the 10H had an odd pip arrangement (3-2-2-3 rather than 5-5). 

 

 
Piatnik, c.1946 

 

The next stage was that the Prague firm was renamed Obchodni Tiskarny Karty 

(OTK), which continued to make standard English cards as well as some non-standard 

patience packs, such as the Emperor’s Baker and an advertising pack for the state-

owned hotel chain.   The quality of the cards was fairly poor.   However, they were 

soon imported into the UK.   One of the earliest examples I know is a canasta set 

dated 1952.   By now the brand was Casino 240.   The importer’s name doesn’t 

appear on the box yet. 

 



 
 

Half-way through the 1950s there was a slight change in that the clubs and 
diamonds were redesigned again to make them look more like those of English 
packs.   There are very minor differences in the other suits, too, which suggests 
that new plates were produced for the pip cards.   The importer’s name starts to 
appear on the box around this time, though sometimes it is mis-spelled as 
(capitalized) ‘Bangroft’!     
 

 
Pip cards, c.1955-65 

 
Towards the middle of the 1960s the brand changed to Casino 250 and blue was 
reintroduced to the courts.   The indices and pips were altered, too. 
 
 
 



 
Casino 250, c.1963 

 
About 1965 the whole pack was redrawn with the same basic design for the 
courts, but printed in three colours only with a Waddington joker.   The brand 
changed to Casino 300 and the box was redesigned twice, first c.1965, then 
c.1968. 
 

                             



 
The final version had the same redrawn courts, but this time with blue added.   The 

brand became Casino 312.   This was in the early 1970s and the imported brand 

seemed to disappear about then.   The most recent version I have is a canasta set in 

Czech, presumably for the home market, with the last style of courts and no mention 

of Casino.   It has much higher quality card and is probably from c.1980. 

 

 
Top row: Casino 312, c.1970 

Bottom row: Czech canasta, c.1980 

 
The AS remained fairly constant throughout the period from 1935-80, with only 
minor alterations.   As is still normal on Piatnik (and other Austrian) cards, the 
AH bears the firm’s name and logo.   This continued with the OTK cards. 
 

 
                              c.1946                                                    c.1966 



 
Notice that the Piatnik winged horse continues on the OTK cards. 
 
Except for a jumbo index pack with a copy of Goodall courts, the only other 
English pattern courts by OTK are completely different and are slightly 
humorous in nature.   They can occasionally be found boxed as Casino 240 in the 
early 1950s. 
 

 
 


