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			By Rod Starling
		

		Member since January 09, 2013

		
			View Articles
			Contact Rod Starling
		

		
Rod Starling was one of the founding members of the 52 Plus Joker card collectors club. He authored many articles for the club's quarterly newsletter, Clear the Decks. His collection encompasses both foreign and American decks. Rod also authored a book titled The Art and Pleasures of Playing Cards.
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			Otto

			Aug 22, 2022 at 05:17 PM
		

		Great article. Would you know if there is a catalogue of all Piatnik decks that has the date of issue for each?  

	




	
		
	

	
		
			marius olare

			Nov 30, 2022 at 02:47 PM
		

		Piatnik have great collections of  nice designs !! I've got 3 new deck from Austrian company but to be honest I'm disappointing in card and print quality compared with the early ones !!  
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		Woodblock and Stencil King of Diamonds

		A limited edition art print of the King of Diamonds 1984 woodblock joker.

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Woodblock and Stencil Joker

		A limited edition art print of the 1984 woodblock joker.

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Woodblock and Stencil Queen of Clubs

		A limited edition art print of the Queen of Clubs 1984 woodblock joker.

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Woodblock and Stencil Jack of Hearts

		A limited edition art print of the Jack of Hearts 1984 woodblock joker.
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		Pin-Ups

		A deck of 55 cards celebrating a golden age of cheeky, naughty, bold and curvy ladies in film. 
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		Classic Movie Posters

		A deck of 55 cards presenting vintage classic movies and their stars. 
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		That’s Entertainment

		A deck of 55 cards celebrating 20th Century vaudeville, musicals and cabaret. 
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		Sweden playing cards

		Named characters from Swedish history. 
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		Romania playing cards

		Romanian voivodes and their wives from the 15th and 16th centuries. 
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		Hitchcock

		A deck of 55 cards celebrating the master of mystery, murder and mayhem, Alfred Hitchcock. 
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		Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End

		Pack featuring six images from the Disney film of the same name, on cards made for Eastern Europe. 
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		Winnie the Pooh Rummy

		Disney’s Winnie the Pooh and friends on a pack made for Eastern Europe. 
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		The Pack of Positivity

		Katie Abey’s rainbow-coloured designs using crazy animals to convey motivating phrases. 
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		The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian

		Characters and scenes from the Disney film of the same name, on a pack made for Eastern Europe. 
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		Disney Princess

		Featuring Disney Princesses and Enchanting Tales in two sizes of pack made for Eastern Europe. 
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		Mickey Mouse Rummy

		Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck and other Disney characters on a pack made for Eastern Europe. 
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		Royal Hawaiian playing cards

		Royal Hawaiian playing cards published by the Royal Hawaiian Playing Card Company, Honolulu. 
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		Shamrock Irish Heritage playing cards

		A celebration of some of Ireland’s most famous patriots, politicians and poets. 
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		Lenormand Wahrsage-Karten No. 55

		Conventional Lenormand designs on a pack from Piatnik but with unconventional numbering. 

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		What can we learn from mini-booklet advertisements?

		Over the years I have collected a large number of mini-booklets and pocket guides offering rules and...
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		Budapest souvenir

		Colour views of the Hungarian capital, Budapest, on all the courts and Aces. 
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		Salmon Flies

		Icelandic pack featuring a different salmon fly on every card. 

	




	
					 1961
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Neiman Marcus playing cards

		Cowboys and American Indians on a pack for Neiman Marcus, the Dallas department store. 

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Museo del Prado

		Museo del Prado: Pintores y familias reales / Painters and royal families playing cards. 
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		The Teddy deck

		The Teddy deck designed by UK artist Peter Wood, 2004. 
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		CCCP playing cards

		Soviet and other Communist celebrities depicted on every card, designed by Vladislav Pankevitch. 
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		1906 Earthquake

		Facts, figures, stories and scandals about the 1906 Earthquake published by the Golden Gate National...
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		Bohemia Moravia

		Historical figures from Bohemia and Moravia in Piatnik’s traditional style. 
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		Golden Boys

		Players from the 1998 Czech Olympic ice hockey team with photography by Jiří Koliš. 
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		Rika playing cards

		Playing cards depicting famous Austrian skiers of the 1970s.
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		Charta Bellica

		“Charta Bellica” playing cards produced by Piatnik, Budapest in 2009. 

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		The Place of the Fool

		This paper considers three questions relating to the Fool-card in the tarot-pack. 
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		Kuhn Khan

		There is little information available about the early twentieth century card game Kuhn Kahn. It firs...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Poker Patience

		Poker Patience, according to an early 20th century author, was "introduced so recently as the autumn...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Piquet: the game and its artifacts

		Piquet may be the oldest card game which is still played today with origins going back to early 16th...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		The Personalities and Books which shaped the game of Whist, 1860-1900

		All the books described here are from Tony Hall's own collection, put together over years because of...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Majority Calling and Value Bidding in Auction Bridge; a little bit of history

		The centuries-old game of Whist mutated through various stages into Contract Bridge as we know it to...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Goodall & Son Patience Boxed Sets

		Goodall & Son produced a huge variety of Patience Boxed Sets at different times and for different co...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		The Evolution of Whist and Bridge Boxed Sets, 1870s – 1930s

		Boxed sets of cards, markers, scorers and rule booklets have been around for many decades. Some of t...

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Bezique Markers, 1860-1960

		Bezique is a two-player melding and trick-taking game. Dr. Pole introduced Bezique to England in 186...
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		55 Mucha Paintings on Playing Cards

		Fully illustrated pack featuring a large selection of Mucha’s works. 

	




	
				
			
			
			
		
			

	
		Three Rare Playing Card Back Designs
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		Shuffle Along With History

		

	



			

		

	



	



	
		
			
		

		
			Increasing awareness and appreciation of the cultural and historical significance of playing cards since 1996. See the big picture or learn more about us.

		

		
			
					
				
				Broaden your knowledge of playing cards and their rich history by joining the EPCS – a society that offers a quarterly newsletter. Digital Membership is available for £10.
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		Les Tontons du Rock

		Caricatures of rock and pop stars in black and white by Charles Da Costa. 
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